
WELCOME TO THE FIRST EDITION OF THE SIX TH FORM  
DIPLOM A NEWSLET TER.
This newsletter includes highlights of Sixth Form students work,  
during their Diploma lessons last term. 

LOWER SIXTH 

ANALYSING GLOBAL ISSUES: 
CRITIC AL THINKING
Students spent three weeks in the Autumn 
Term using critical thinking skills to analyse 
global issues such as Artificial Intelligence. We 
then embedded these skills by exploring initial 
ideas for their academic project. Through this 
term there were also talks on online reputation 
management and drugs awareness.
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SIX TH FORM STUDENTS ENJOY SERIES OF TALK S BY CHARIT Y LEADERS A S PART OF THEIR DIPLOM A
In their Diploma lessons this term, the Lower Sixth Form 
students are engaging with the local community, many 
of them through volunteering and outreach placements. 
They hosted a series of talks in November on the theme 
of social equality, looking at the challenges faced by 

many charities in the wake of the global 
pandemic. The first speaker was Kate 

McAllister from ‘The Human Hive’. 
Kate dialled in from the Dominican 
Republic where she is setting up a 
school. She spoke to the students 

about how the charity had started 
– with a classroom bus, 

taken to the refugee camps 
in Calais; and how they could help to 
support charities like hers. The second 
speaker was Katie Fielder 
from ‘Demelza, Hospice 
Care for Children’. Katie 

gave the students a brief overview of how the charity 
assists terminally ill children and their families, showing 
a number of case studies. She focused most of her talk 
on how the organization has been affected by lockdown 
and Covid-19, both financially and operationally, and 
how it has had to adapt the 
support it provides. Our final 
speaker was Edna Fernandes, 
a Trinity parent and co-
founder of ‘Beyond Conflict’, a 
new charity which is working 
to battle mental illness in 
refugees from war-torn states 
by providing access to psychiatrists specialising in trauma. 
She spoke about the process and challenges of setting 
up the charity. All speakers stayed for a Q&A panel from 
staff and students, where they were able to offer advice 
on how to be resilient in the face of adversity and how 
students can support charities.



OUTDOOR VOLUNTEERING REFLEC TION:
My placement involved attending a local Scout camp on a weekly 
basis. We undertook various tasks to keep the camp in good 
functional order. For example, in one of the sessions, as a team we 
cleared a large area of bramble, ready for a new shooting range to be 
assembled. A key skill I learnt from this was being able to complete 
tasks as a team. Nowadays many things academically are focused on 
the individual, and I found it quite refreshing to be able to work as a 
team and have a sense of group accomplishment. 
- John Brandi

C ARE OF THE ELDERLY REFLEC TION:
Throughout the first couple of weeks 
I spoke to an elderly lady called Pearl 
over the phone. We spoke about a 
wide variety of topics ranging from 
the cold weather, to our favourite 
books, to our plans for the week. I 
was excited to have the opportunity 
to speak and hopefully brighten the 
day of a more vulnerable member of 
the community. Towards the end of 
the placement I moved onto writing 
Christmas cards to send to the elderly 
and in the final week I wrote a letter 
to a lady who would usually attend 
the Christmas party here at school. 

I attempted to call Pearl again, 
but she did not pick up the phone. 
Throughout my placement I have 
come to realise how lucky I am to 
be able to see and speak to people 
in person every day. I felt a sense 
of responsibility to call Pearl every 
week to firstly ensure that she had 
some sort of contact with people 
outside of her church and charitable 
work, but also to make sure that she 
felt that someone cared enough to 
take time to think of her. It was very 
rewarding calling her and hearing 
her tell me about her week and 

how she had been waiting by the 
phone for my call. Through writing 
the letters and Christmas cards to 
people I have come to acknowledge 
the importance that small acts 
have on my community, something 
which I hope to take forward to 
next year of school and beyond. This 
year has really opened up my eyes 
to how important charitable work 
is and I hope that when everything 
is somewhat back to normal that I 
can continue to help the community 
whenever I can. 
- Isabel Stead

CHARIT Y PROJEC T REFLEC TION:
I worked with the charity Greener Bromley during 
my volunteering placement. They asked us to design 
leaflets and a blog. I designed a leaflet on fast 
fashion, targeted at the 16-20 age group. I found it a 
useful opportunity to research a topic I am genuinely 
passionate about and create an information source 
that would help raise awareness. We then had a 
Zoom call with the charity committee and discussed 
our resources. I learnt the process required when 
producing a professional resource. How step one is 
finding credible sources, then designing a leaflet which 

is effective, and people will want to read. Then finally 
having to list our sources, creating a bibliography. 
One of the most important skills I developed from 
the placement was the ability to distribute my time 
and ensure I met deadlines. It was the beginning of 
week three and I found I was still finding sources, the 
programme forced me to learn how to concentrate 
and not necessarily leave everything to the last minute. 
After that I started making much more progress and 
even finished my leaflet early. 
- Mahdeia Hidary

MENTORING REFLEC TION:
I was a Mentor to two Junior Year 
students during my placement. 
In our sessions we did a variety of 
activities around set themes, such 
as online safety and antibullying, 
but also more light-hearted games 
like Kahoot! quizzes and general 
conversations about their day. This 
was a very rewarding experience 
for me as I felt I made a positive 
difference in their lives by providing 
an experienced ear, so they knew 
they had someone to talk to if they 
had a problem. Alongside these 
sessions I attended several sessions 
on mentoring, including training 
for leading the sessions and how 

to safeguard, what the role of a 
mentor was and different coaching 
styles. These teaching sessions 
were invaluable, as I really started 
to grasp the impact I could make 
on the boys and that they would 
then be able to spread this among 
their friends too, making a greater 
change. Unfortunately we had to 
complete our mentoring sessions 
online as we could not mix bubbles, 
so at first it was a challenge to form 
a connection with our mentees, but 
I tried to overcome the technical 
difficulties and I implemented 
the skills I learnt to form plans for 
meetings. Skills I have learnt which I 

had not considered before included 
how I phrased questions - in the 
coaching session I learnt that it is 
better to ask “How?” or “What?” 
questions rather than “Why?” as 
they are less ‘loaded’ questions and 
the recipient does not feel blamed 
for their problem but instead 
are invited to share. As I want to 
become a psychologist when I’m 
older, this was a really interesting 
concept to me and I started asking 
“What makes you feel this way?” 
or “How did you get into this 
position?” instead of “Why do you 
feel X?” or “Why is this the case?”  
- Bethany Gilbert



UPPER SIXTH

ELEC TIVES
During the first 12 weeks students completed two 
elective courses. These courses are designed to 
supplement their A Levels, either to boost their 
understanding of their subjects or to engage with 
a topic that will increase their broader education 
and expand their interests. 

Elective Courses offered:

• Anatomy of Motion
• Classical Greek – a taster
• Debating
• Economic geographies of fashion and food
• Gender, Power and Identity across time
• Introduction to Seismology
• Mathematical Modelling
• Philosophy of Visual Language
• Physics Plus
• Political Theory: A whistle-stop tour
• Pre-Socratic Philosophy
• Smart Investing for your Future
• The Ethics of…
• The evolution of buildings and structures
• Critical Approaches to Film

Smart investing for your future

“I  FOUND LEARNING ABOUT HOW TO BUILD A 
PORTFOLIO INTERESTING.  IT  HAD HELPED ME TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY TO INVEST IN BONDS OR ON 
THE STOCK M ARKET.”

The Evolution of buildings and structures

“THIS HALF TERM’S DIPLOM A COURSE IS  PERFEC TLY 
BAL ANCED BET WEEN INTERESTING THEORY AND 
EXCITING PR AC TIC AL ELEMENTS.  FROM BUILDING 
BRIDGES WITH ONLY WOODEN BEA MS,  TO M AKING 
A GEOMETRIC DOME. . .  THE THEORY HA S TAKEN 
US THROUGH THE HISTORY OF BUILDINGS,  TO 
HOW THE Y HAVE CHANGED THROUGH TIME. 
THIS HA S BROADENED MY UNDERSTANDING OF 
ARCHITEC TURE AND ALLOWED ME TO SEE HOW THE 
PA ST HA S AFFEC TED THE BUILDINGS OF TODAY.”
Jake Griggs

Ethics of...

“REALLY INFORM ATIVE AND 
ENJOYABLE.  I  GOT TO LOOK AT 
MULTIPLE PERSPEC TIVES FOR C A SES I 
FOUND INTERESTING AND ENGAGE IN 
THOUGHTFUL DEBATE.  I ’M SO GL AD I 
CHOSE THIS .”
Anjali Patel-Ramcharran

SPRING TER M IN DIPLOM A LESSONS

Lower Sixth will have a series of lessons focusing on the skills needed to complete their academic writing, 
whether that be the EPQ or Sixth Form Project. There will also be sessions on Sexual Health & Relationships and 
Mental Health & Employability.

Upper Sixth are going to have some sessions on managing their finance, including budgeting, contracts and tax. 
They will also be having some revision sessions focused on how to organise their revision and strategies to suit them 
before their A Level examinations. 


